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Scribner 
FROM HERE TO ETERNITY $4.50 


Jones, James 







A controversial reception is a safe prediction for this already heralded first 
novel - that and a wide market along the lines of Jhe Naked and The Dead. The two books 
offer many analogies:- fearless realism in depicting men in the armed forces, their thoughts, 
their conversation, their emotions, their brute natures; occasional tenderness in reflect- 
ing the softer sides of their natures- appreciation of beauty- yearnings; the reflection 

of the comradeship of the army, along with its jealousies, internal politics, unity in 
hating authority. This book differs sharply from the Mailer book in the construction, the 
interweaving of plots, the brief glimpses of the glamor of the Hawaiian background, make 

for easier, less jarring reading. There's some powerful writing here - and some that is 
overdone, lush; it would benefit by some drastic cutting. The raw crudity and obsession 
with sex will offend many; its excuse the same as that made for he Naked and the Dead - 
this is how men are, without civilizing externals. The period offers less excuse, however. 
Here are men worn down by boredom and tensions of army discipline in the hands of bullies, 

in the months leading up to Pearl Harbor. One feels, however, that the author's intent is 
to convey to the reader the central character, Prew's, love for the army; instead whai 
emerges is his turbulent resistance, his recurrent rebellion. Even in death, when the 
‘impact of war makes him face the punishment involved in being AWOL, and he dies at the 

hands of a trigger-happy MP, his overwhelming impulse to seek the Army again is not wholly 
convincing. Some of the minor characters are vigorously drawn; there are unforgettable 
episodes, glimpses of behind the scenes in the barracks, the horrors of medieval methods 

of punishment, the savage reprisals, and a succession of close-ups of brothels and even 

one memorable scene in a de luxe establishment for homosexuals. All in all, an unpalatable, 
distasteful picture of army life....Publisher backing ($10,000 initial advertising); the 
impact of the book on the first readers; the certain storm of controversy, all make cer- 

tain a terrific send-off for an impressive first novel. 

































Names-— Names- Names! 


Noel Coward, with a collection of short stories, STAR QUALITY (Doubleday); a new Lau Shaw, 
THE YELLOW STORM (Harcourt); Arthur koestler, for a specialized market, THE AGE OF LONGING 
(Macmillan); A FLOWER FOR CATHERINE, by Frank Swinnerton (Doubleday). Check the starred 
titles for some less obvious but inviting books. Reports in pages following 


PROBLEMATICAL FICTION 
February 1 


Coward, Noel Doubleday 
STAR QUALITY $3.00 


Short stories by a competent master of the adroit turn of phrase, the clever re- 
partee. There are six stories in the collection, the best the two with stage background,and 
) an unusual piece called 7his Time Tomorrow, Settings shift from Hollywood (the opening story, 
and - to this reader - the least interesting of the lot) to England; the characters are 
drawn from the smart set - with one side excursion to a remote British outpost in the Pacif- 
ic and a pathetic couple, Mr. and Mrs. Edgehill (pathetic in their very unawareness). Froth, 
with overtones but little depth; good theatre, let's say. Joint—cetection-witithe—Békhel— 
Waterve-for-Mereh—Book..o0fthe-—MortiT 
| te 
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Kirk, Jeremy Scribner 
THE BUILD-UP BOYS $3.00 





That pitchman's paradise, public relations, given the full treatment which in- 
cludes the hypoed hokum and bright, brash patter of this profession. Here you will meet 
Clint Lorimer, long on ideas; Anne, a million dollar body with a million dollar brain who 
headed a dying advertising agency until Clint showed her how to operate; Ames, president 
of the Cloverleaf Milk Company whom Clint lifted off a milk route and who believed the 
build-up which made him the biggest man in the business; Peggy, who loved Clint, and who 
had to do a knife-job on him to show him what he was: these and others circulate through 
some fast plays, most of them squeeze, in an entertainingly inelegant rendition. For 


The Hucksters market, but not in full strength. 
February 9 
Shaw, Lau Harcourt, Brace 
THE YELLOW STORM $4.00 


The Little Sheep Fold was a street in modern Peiping, a street where seven family 
compounds created an illusion of security of village life within the city, an illusion 
shattered by Japanese conquest and its aftermath. This is the story of the people of that 
street, from old man Chi, whose compound housed four generations representing varied facets 
of Chinese reaction to the "yellow storm" - to Kuan who, with his second wife, chose the 
road of collaboration with the enemy, even to betrayal of his neighbor Chien, the poet who 
had hurt his ego by ignoring him. Some of the youths chose escape into the Chinese army; 
others preferred the red banner; others cowered in relatively innocuous and safe jobs. 
There is a sense of life pushed a bit awry but still going on, despite fear and death and 
betrayal and black markets and austerity programs. The pace of story, the lack of a build- 
ing to climax, will seem slow motion to the average Western reader. But Lau Shaw's reputa- 
tion (Rickshaw Boy was a book club choice) will carry it over the hurdles with some who en- 
joy reading novels reflecting the mood and tempo of contemporary writers in their own locale. 


February 14 


Henry Holt 


Comyns, Barbara : 

OUR SPOONS CAME FROM WOOLWORTHS $3.00 4 
A second glance, in the first person, at a very young marriage and the years of 

haphazard irresponsibility and even downright poverty which were to follow, in which some 

sordid circumstances are lightened by a commentary which has a childlike charm, an apt pre- 

cocity. It is Sophia's story, from the time when at twenty she marries Charles Fairclough, 

a painter of no means and frail ambition. Charles paints, while Sophia earns their support 

as a model, but is interrupted by a pregnancy unwanted by Charles. A second pregnancy ends 

in an abortion; Sophia indulges in an affair with another artist whom she no longer loves 

by the time she bears his child, passed off as Charles'; she is abandoned by both men and | 

she loses little Fanny; and she eventually goes out to work as a cook, with Sandro- her boy, | 

and after three years writes a finish to these early years of inexperience and distress with 

the marriage to another artist, a more successful one... A second novel, which introduces 

here a new talent which has a fresh quality for all its deliberate innocence. 


February 19 


Delves-Broughton, J. | McGraw-Hill | 
OFFICER AND GENTLEMAN $3.50 


Dependable historically, and reliable in narration and character, Delves-Broughton 
carries on the story of the Arrowes, which began with Andria, and here is Sir Thomas, famous 
for his evil genius throughout England the continent, and his son, Quintin, who inherits not 
only his father's unenviable reputation, but the family fate of brother killing brother. 
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Sir Thomas’ fortunes are followed by those who wish him ill; Quintin, trying to live down 
his father's grim name, encounters hollow love in Russia, true love in Germany - and turns 

| on his class when his Margit is killed. Back in England, in the 35th Hussars, it is Stella 
Wentworth, cold, controlled, whom he wakes to passion - and who wakes him to dream of per- 
manent alliance-, the need to reclaim his estate by running a gambling house incognito 
(which kills a bastard brother), the proprieties necessary for his younger brother and sis- 
ter, the obligation he feels for another bastard brother, the problems of the daughter that 
Stella bears him - that are with him when he leaves for Crimea. And as the Charge of The 
Light Brigade makes its historical entry (and disappearance), Quintin is saved. In England 
again, sick and unsure, when Stella comes to him, they are able to face a future together. 
Reform minded, liberal yet prodigal in the 19th century tradition, Quintin's story against 
the highlights of his father's arrogant, rakehell career, makes an eminently readable story. 















































February 26 


Koestler, Arthur | Macmillan 
THE AGE OF LONGING $3.50 


An often exciting but in general ponderous philosophical novel which moves majes- 
tically sideways through an atmosphere of mal de siecle and Last Hour dialectic. The swish 
of a rocket,set off in celebration of Bastille Day in France 195-, introduces fragment by 
fragment a group of splintered intellectuals before the Deluge, the inevitable conquest by 
the Commonwealth of Freedom Loving Peoples (R-ss--). There is old M.Anatole, relic of a 
lusty past, dreaming of a continuity with the future, yet resignedly regarding the advent 
of the "Neaderthal", the Neaderthal himself, Fedka Nikintin, cultural attache at the Com- 
monwealth Embassy, dedicated to the mission of the New Era for which his parents had died 
and for which he had lived; Hydie, the American girl,cast off from the spiritual security 
in the absolute dogmas of the Catholic Church, who believes she has found the answer in 

,) Fedka's tight-lipped conviction » but who attempts in vain to kill him for his rejection of 
herself and humanity; the three Nevermores - refugee Boris who becomes insane, Vardi, snuff- 
ed out on a confident return to Russia, and Julien, clinging to his right to be disillusion- | 
ed; Leontiev - Hero of the People who lost Truth too early to begin again, who after leav- 
ing the Commonwealth, collapses without a vocation. At the close of the book the tragic 
party clatters in carriages through the cemetery for M. Anatole's funeral- not knowing, 
waiting, hoping, fearing, despairing. Pin point satire,Darkness at Noon immediacy and 
a mighty gloom. Sales within name market. 


Locke, Charles Scribner 
A SHADOW OF OUR OWN $3.00 


An inbred family portrait which airs, during the long death watch over Mary Tryon, 
the frictions and frustrations among the three children she had adopted, Ruth,and Jefferson 
and Betty, and in the next generation between Dan and Asher. For Ruth who had adopted Dan 
(knowing that he is her husband's son by another woman) prior to the birth of Asher, is not 
only concerned about the fact that they have fallen in love, but also by Dan's battle fa- 
tigue which finds expression in occasional uncontrolled violence. During this time Dan 
learns that Brad is his real father which puts the stigma of incest on his feeling for 

Asher, his bitterness towards the family is fed by this fact which had been withheld, and 

| after attacking- murderously- a man, he consents to institutionalization. And the "shadow" 
of Mary Tryon, whom they had all loved and to whom they turned in times of doubt, exerts 
its serene, regenerative influence. An intelligent interpretation of unhappy people in 
uneasy situations, this is possibly too inactive for popular tastes. 


: Wheelwright, Jere Scribner 
e KENTUCKY STAND $3.00 


Period and regional flavor for a pleasant but not too important novel of the wild- 
erness that was Kentucky during Revolutionary years; and of a young Marylander who won his 
spurs fighting with Boone and other frontiersmen beyond the Alleghenies. Young Jim, ina 
huff because he'd quarrelled with blonde Mary, gained his grandmother's permission to leave 
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for Kentucky - travelled Boone's Wilderness Road to Boonesborough, took part in the defense 
of the log stockade against Indian attack, met a frontier girl who contributed to his matur- 
ing. With much of the nonsense knocked out of him, he returned to Tidewater Maryland. Flavor 
of the times and the region - local color, credible characters, and a readable wholesome tale. 


February 263 A 


Viking 


Cooper, Duff 
OPERATION HEARTBREAK $2.50 

* A skirmish with sentiment which records with few words and with infinite irony 
the story of Willie Maryngton, who accomplished only in death the two things he had persis- 
tently pursued- and consistently failed to attain- during his lifetime. Inheriting a mili- 
tary code which had faded fifty years ago, Willie was a few weeks too young for the first 
war, a little too old for active service in his regiment with the second war. Living entire- 
ly within his club and his regiment, he acquitted himself with credit but without distinc- 
tion, was thrown over by his first girl, and then fell in love with Felicity, erratic in 
her affections, sometimes wanton, sometimes distant. And as the years of gentle rebuff 
break his spirit, he dies of pneumonia, and it is his body which is used for a military 
strategy of great importance- bearing with it the letter of identification from Felicity 
with the latterday acknowledgement of her love... A profile in modest failure which is 


disciplined in its artistry and quite touching. 
February 27 


McGraw-Hill 
THE MAN WITH ONE TALENT : $3.00 


A compelling, tough-muscled novel about a fall guy and a Machiavelli of industry 
3 in a small-town New England setting. Nicholas Bray, as soon as he was able to realize the 
difference between what he wanted and what he had, had always hated the "Hunkies" - those 
powerful, hard-working people who lived in the huddled shacks of "Hunkyville" and who al- 
ways seemed to get in his way. There was Pacek in the yard of the Hargrove brass works for 
whose death he was indirectly responsible and whose job he took; Jancy whose promotion he 
fought; and the man who represented all his frustrated hatred, Emil Wojcik, studious genius, 
whom he had teased and tortured at school. When Frederick Hargrove, creator of the Connect- 
icut town's big industry promoted Bray to Labor Relations Manager, it was easy to use Bray's 
one talent to break up a union and throw the liberal Slavic town officers out of office, by 
violence and dissension. The story ends as Bray, no longer of use to his boss, is cast off, 
and prowls the streets of Hunkytown searching for a victim. A tersely written, absorbing 
study of a stinker. 


Greene, Josiah E. 





] 


February ?? 3/¢ 





Plaidy, Jean Appleton-Century-Crofts 
MADAME SERPENT $3.00 


The same compassionate attitude toward the heroine that has marked the author's 
earlier books is evidenced here in her portrait of Catherine de Medici, who, early schooled 
by her Italian background to hide her hurt, sorrow and rage, married Henry, later King of 
France. For Catherine, possessive, proud, learned in poison, had to face the power that 
Diane dé Poitiers had over her husband, the distrust of all Italians, the loss of face she 
encountered when her father-in-law died, and the contempt of the court until she managed to 
breed properly (at the orders of Diane). And, learning more of female strategy, Catherine 
| sat it out until, neglected wife or nor, self-made miracles cast aside, meekness masking 
2 every insult and injury, knowing she was born for power and love - the death of Henry open- 

ed the way for her freedom, which was to come, legally, with her regency. Battles, 16th 
century international politics, court life and complex relationships - mark a story of 
humiliation tautly suffered, triumphantly although ignobly ended. For a reading public 
that may have been bored with a too gaudy historical production. 
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Tabori, George Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE CARAVAN PASSES $3.00 


Another pathological detailing of the body and soul sickness of today's civiliza- 
tion settles itself in the oil field area of the Orient. The first hal? of this clinical 
story focusses on Dr. Vargas, too well known for his abortions to stay on land, who has 
been approached by the Arab governor to diagnose his disease. When it is learned that it 
is cancer, Vargas is taken away from his ship to operate and is propositioned by the Gov- 
ernor's family, the government, and the English concessions to make sure that his patient 
dies on the operating table. A tentative affaire with the daughter of the English oil 
company's trusted representative puts him AWOL when the governor dies, after a visit from 
his aspiring successor, and Vargas, although escaping from the mob‘s fury on shore, meets 
his death aboard ship when the Kurd guards seek him out. The second half concentrates on 
the lower orders, those patriots and insurgents who have been inspired to take what means 
possible to wreck an impossible local, and foreign situation, and those who are in the pay 
of outsiders to foment trouble. Of these it is Marouf's story that is followed, through 
all his evasive activities, through his apprehension, imprisonment, and centerspot in the 
revolt which is aborted. Chaos and death, in sometimes fustian apparel, this follows a 
Dali miniaturing of incident and character - which still does not add up to a correlated 


whole. 
March 1 
a 9) s) 


Doubleday 


Severn, Catherine 
BRETTON ROAD $2.75/$3.00 
Love, in rather luminous terms, and emotions right up there on the surface, as 
Mar' Cullen carries back to her childhood in old Virginny (West) and to the house on Bretton 
Road where her father, Alfred Vries, subjected them to the shame of debt and the scandal of 
his many mistresses. But particularly it is the story of Lisbee, a honeypot, who emerges 
from the ostracism of her schoolmates to the courtship of Nelson Etheridge, rich, handsome 
and first family. And from flirtatious flurries to secret trysts, their love progresses 
to the sanction of both families, only for Lisbee to face humiliation at Mrs. Etheridge's 
hands after her father provokes new trouble by bringing his mistress to his home. Lisbee 
elopes with another suitor, but it is her mother who effects the reconciliation with Nelson 
after an annulment is attained.... That clement climate where belles are more beautiful, 
the pursuit of love is imperious, and feelings fluster freely, this is strictly feminine 
in its appeal and only rental in its destination. 


Swinnerton, Frank Doubleday 
A FLOWER FOR CATHERINE $3.00 


Catherine was the middle sister, the only married one - her marriage to Bob Barter 
a doubtful success, viewed with keen curiosity by Madeleine, the clever sister, and by-pass- 
ed by Celia, who had grown secretive since the war. Into the middle of Catherine's self- 
analysis and dissatisfaction crashes the tragedy of Celia's death - the revelation that she 
had a secret life, and a child at school. Catherine, who had always yearned for a daughter, 
welcomed Rosie into her household - rejoiced, though with occasional jealous pangs, in 
Rosie's immediate acceptance of Bob - and planned for a glorious Christmas. Bob's business 
tensions seemed on the verge of lessening; Rosie was ecstatic at being "home"; Madeleine's 
youthful suitor provided an extra Pillip. Then came the blow- as Rosie's slip of the ton- 
gue revealed the identity of the missing father - Catherine's own Bob.... Straight story 
telling to this point, with occasional flashbacks. From here on, the story follows the 
introspective tortures of Catherine's natural revulsion- her gradual acceptance- to the 
conclusion in quiet agreement to adopt Rosie and carry on.... There's a certain urbanity 
along with a slightly old fashioned quality to Swinnerton's 3 writing. But there's sure 
craftsmanship and acceptable story telling. 
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March \3 


Callaghan, Morley Macmillan 
THE LOVED AND THE LOST $3.00 


Without the harsh belligerence of his earlier books (the 1930's), this again uses 
a situation of social stigma, injects an idealistic intensity into the love story of Jin 
McAlpine and Peggy. For Jim, recently arrived in Montreal and offered a post on a paper 
as well as its publisher's daughter, Catherine, turns from Catherine when he falls in love 
with Peggy, whose catching, childlike charm is sustained by a visionary love for all people- 
black and white. While Peggy follows her Negro friends to dingy night-clubs, where she sits 
alone or with them, McAlpine's love for her tries to override her suspect reputation as a 
"nigger lover", sees her branded by both white and Negro as a troublemaker. And when at 
the close, McAlpine abandons her and Peggy is killed, he is left to face the bitter after- 
knowledge of his betrayal and the self-contempt which follows... A strange story, which 
has an immediate impact as well as a symbolic intent, this is still not assured in its 


audience. 
March 5 


Knopf 


Mankiewicz, Dan 
SEE HOW THEY RUN $3.00 

A story of the racetrack which carries a considerable harsh excitement, throws an 
unlovely light on the sport of kings as it has been adulterated by heels, and pyramids to 
a high pitch in the focus on one race as it affects several. There is Art Dooley, pro- 
fessional promoter and big-time boss, who allowed no speculation to interfere with a sure 
thing, bough. up the best men as well as the best horses; Nick Bragg, the hoodlum he sal- 
vaged for a jockey and who was curbed by the memory of his brother- ruined by Dooley; Glea- 
son, Irish born, whose one ambition was to breed a Derby winner, who found that he could 
not run an honest stable as Dooley's trainer; the Commodore, Dooley's front, who recognizes 
the moral cost of his sell-out to Dooley. And in the race in which Nick and Gleason plan 
to defy Dooley when Nick will ride a newcomer to win, Dooley exerts an ugly pressure, Nick 
throws the race and loses his life, and it is only Gleason who clears out with his integrity 
..-A knowledgeable close-up of this sport which includes its special shoptalk, its tactics 
and controls, and much of its fevered fascination. 


Taylor, Elizabeth Knopf 
A GAME OF HIDE-AND-SEEK 32 [19 $3.00 
* Again a private world of uneasy relationships and ravelled emotions for the story 
of an inconclusive love affair which began as a children's game of hide-and-seek. For to 
Caroline, passive, indecisive at eighteen, Vesey was to be a first and final love, and the 
sick fancies, postured attitudes he assumed spelled a glamor she was not to forget- certain- 
ly not through prosaic Charles whom she married. And when she meets Vesey again, after 
twenty years, now a bit part actor living in shabby lodgings, her love for him is still 
fresh and unrequited, but- as it progresses to tentative, furtive meetings- brings with it 
the disconsolate realization that their youth is past and cannot be recaptured... A shaded, 
subtle recording of lonely lives which find no real contact- or comfort- with each other 
(Charles, awkward and ill at ease when the memory of Vesey obtrudes; Vesey, whose self-love 
knows little concern for others; Caroline lost in her youthful illusions) the insights here 
are finedrawn, the conclusions inescapable. For her audience- which is established if se- 


lective. 
March 6 


Brink, Carol Ryrie Macmillan 
STOPOVER $3.00 


1910 and a small town in Minnesota are the setting for the return of Naomi Murdoch, 
wife of the school principal, who left her husband Henry and three children ten years before. | 
For the town it is satisfying old gossip revived and new conjectures rampant; for the family | 
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it means a new chance at happiness wrecked for Henry,the burning hatred of the older daugh- 
ter Joyce, the delirious happiness of younger Lily, and the uncertainty of shock for the 

@ youngest, Ted, so that Naomi's presence leads to turbulence. And since Naomi is uncertain 
about staying or leaving and has to find out whether she still loves Dutch, with whom she 
had planned to elope earlier, her all-out selfishness leads to the shooting of Joyce's beau, 
the loss of Lily's devotion, the sudden growing up of Ted - and relief for Henry when she 
walks out again after disgracing herself at a school party. Naomi is a fictional heroine 
but the children are real. It lacks the compelling fascination of Double Muscadine, and 
is hard to define. Neither a family novel, nor yet sharply period or regional in values. 


March-—8 april 3 - 


Agee, James Houghton, Mifflin 
THE MORNING WATCH 
2 +26 
* The author of the script for the touching and powerful movie, Zhe Quiet One again 
turns his attention to the emotional crises of a boy. Richard, boarding at an Anglican 
church school in Tennessee contemplates the Watch on Good Friday Eve with shame and self- 
castigation. In the church he fights against his earnest twelve-year-old pride. Doggedly 
he reaches for words and ritual to release his guilt in contemplating the Crucified Christ. 
The boy's mind envisions self-punishments which have their immediate and satisfying rewards 
as he imagines his brave acts applauded, but other waves of guilt shout "presumption and 
pride" and the watching hour runs out. A forbidden run to the swimming place in the chilly 
dawn with two others calls for a sacrificial "death" achieved by submerging himself in the 
icy water. It is however, the brutal death of a snake, which Richard finally puts out of 
its squirming agony, that breaks his suspension in death. But the aftermath of a twelve 
year old's passion is a weight of weariness, until death's unreality returns him to the 
easter world of a boy. Some exquisite writing and sensitive insight into the mind of a 
® youngster. | 


Kerr, Sophie Rinehart 
THE MAN WHO KNEW THE DATE $2.50 


No frills, but a few flounces, for the story of Dick Lovett, who fell in love with 
Cara, married, impossibly indulged and appealingly evasive, while he neglects the more can- 
did, comfortable charms of Lizzie. Unsettled by Cara, he is even more unsettled when he 
finds that a certain power of precognition enables him to know the date when certain people 
will die. And as this experience occurs again and again, he confides in Cara who drops him 
quickly, leaves him to Lizzie who dispels his sixth sense and shows her faith and love for 
him... Definitely dressy, this moves through circles which are very upper classi, cuisine 
which is haute and fondly detailed, but is eligible chiefly for rent. 


March 9 


Bonavia-Hunt, D. A. Dutton 
THE RELENTLESS TIDE $3 .00 


The English social scene in leisurely perspective, this reviews the results of an 
influx of visitors to a Cornish town, and the disturbing effect of Canon Faunce's inflex- 
ible wife, not only on the community, but on her whole family. A cadging writer, Hawkesley, 
uses Enid's little scandal as a threat to her marriage to Gilbert Faunce and she, already 
uncomfortable with her new in-laws, adds this fear onto that she has of Mrs. Faunce. Hawk- 
esley passes on his knowledge to Eurasian Heriot, the gossip spreads, Enid is finally 

€ questioned by Mrs. Faunce and the result sends Enid to her death. Affected by the wash of 
events is a composer who finds his true love, the Faunces'’ other children, and the old, 
worried Canon, who resigns because of his ignorance of what has been going on around him. 
A sounding board of commentary - on prejudice, moral issues, contemporary attitudes - this 
takes its time to arrivé at a not too-conclusive finale. 












January 1, 1951 Fiction -ll- 


March 9 


Stewart, George R. Random House 
SHEEP ROCK $3.00 


Out of the slender evidence of things past, George Stewart, the "taller man" of 
his story, has reconstructed the might-be-true tale of the people who paused briefly, left 
inconclusive mementoes of their staying, and departed, the black rock and the hot water 
spring still dominant. There was the silver bullet, which spoke of treasure hunting- and 
a doctor who was tricked into believing that here was an outcropping of silver. There was 
the blue cartridge, evidence that men of the Army had sought out a deserter- or perhaps a 
lost tribe of Indians. There was the house in disrepair - man had lived there, tried to 
farm and failed; later a poet and his wife and children had used it for a year of work and 
solitude - and at the end, accidentally set fire to it. There were shards of a broken 
pitcher - left by passing covered wagon folk. Bit by bit, the story is put together, as 
the poet had tried to piece the shards together. And the pieces and the whole speak of 
bits of the past of the country. A poet's conception and execution, this will scarcely 
stand up against the acid test of the average reader's judgment. 


March 12 


Burnett, Hallie Southgate Dutton 
A WOMAN IN POSSESSION $3.00 


A feminine to feline approach for the story of the breaking up of a marriage, this 
tells of Judith and Phil Moore-. serenely married, or so he thought, until they spend a month 
on a houseparty in Maine with their friends, the Hancocks, and their cousin Betty. Once ex- 
posed to Betty, candidly and passionately emotional, Phil realizes that Judith's composure 
is a cold and calculated one, that her responses are deliberate and her ideas determined, 
and that he no longer loves her. And Judith, to whom no tactics are unfair, tries to hold 
Phil with the promise of the child she had always denied him, but is finally forced to con- 
cede her failure... A warmed-over situation in a warmed-up treatment (the close-ups here 
are intimate), this is a time-passer for women. Libraries may choose to be more circumspect. 


March ?? 


Feiner, Ruth Coward-McCann 
A MIRACLE FOR CAROLINE $3.00 


A long backward look for Caroline, on a birthday in her late forties, as she con- 
siders with doubt and some dismay her marriage to Vernon Russell which has had its quiet 
virtues but no rapture. Given a chance- through a mystical experience- to live her life 
again not as the wife of Vernon but of Anthony, whom she had loved, she returns in the past 
to the time when she had first been the victim of Anthony's unstable fascination. She be- 
comes Anthony's mistress, later his wife only because of an accidental pregnancy, and al- 
though they are later divorced, her love for him does not subside. Later years bring pover- 
ty, the disappointment in their son- a deserter in the war, the final disillusion in Anthony 
who turns fascist, and Caroline comes to- from her vision- grateful for her marriage to 
Vernon... A woman's life, in a treatment for women, this is often full blown in its emotion- 
al ecstasy and despair. 


Polonsky, Abraham 317 Little, Brown 
“ THE WORLD ABOVE $3.50 


An unruly, undisciplined novel of a doctor and his scientifically selfless pur- 
suits in the field of psychotherapy, this tells the story of Carl Myers who goes his own 
way with the absorption of an Arrowsmith. A gaunt, sometimes glum, figure, Myers is forced 
to shelve his first experiment during the depression, later goes to Vienna and takes up 
where Freud left off. In so doing, he leaves Sandy, his mistress, to marry his closest 








® 
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friend, but finds her ready to resume their old relationship on his return. This follows 
down through his years with and without Sandy, in a hospital when he bypasses private prac- 
tice, overseas during the war, and later in a Veterans’ Hospital where his new approach to 
mental therapy invites political persecution. Carl, refusing to compromise, is again the 
victim of an embittering experience, but finds solace this time in Juley, the wife of his 
dead brother. Overblown ("a viscous, hydraulic fluid seemed to flow thickly within his 
flesh") this is also overlong and only intermittently interesting. 





March ?? 


Nuttall, Madeleine A. A. Wyn 
THE GIFT $2.50 


A gentle chronicle of an Illinois prairie town and a lovable old codger which 
is unabashed- but not unattractive- in its straight to the heart sentiment. For Pidgey, 
who had never amounted to much, and who sometimes worries that he has no gift to leave be- 
hind, is a town tradition with his kind heart and simple wisdom, his dog, Mr. Wooks, and 
his piccolo, his peppermints and apples and jack o'lanterns for the children. And here he 
wins his rounds against the new young Mayor who wants him put away and confiscates his ca- 
bin, gets a lonely youngster who had lost his mother straightened out, reconciles a romance, 
helps in the town centennial, and proves his worth to everyone. There's a familiar, friend- 
ly feel to all of this. 


ESCAPE TO ADVENTURE & MISADVENTURE 
January 9 


Bush, Christopher Macmillan 
THE CASE OF THE PURLOINED PICTURE $2.50 


Ludovic Travers, that unofficial expert of Scotland Yard, paired with his friend, 
Superintendent Wharton, digs deeply into an East Anglian murder. It is involved with thefts 
of antique rugs and pictures from old churches, and in putting together the facts and de- 
fining the motives, Travers comes up with the answer. I's dotted and T's crossed. 


February 5 


Hardin, Peter Scribner 
THE FRIGHTENED DOVE $2.50 


Retired anti-fascist fighter Ricci Bartoli, postwar New York tailor, finds the 
violent past inexorably intruding in the person of Colombo--the "Dove", erstwhile Mussolini 
underling who comes to cache fascist gold in the new world. A wild weekend in Montreal soon 
fixes the "Dove's" goose. Much in the Eric Ambler style of adventure-mystery with political 
underpinnings. 

February 16 


Gilbert, Anthony Random House 
MURDER COMES HOME $2.50 


Irrepressible Arthur Crook sets ‘em up to mow ‘em down once again when he contracts 
to prove the innocence of a couple, the Armitages, accused of murdering Elinor Armitage's 
half-sister, Isabel. The trail backtracks to the death of their father, to Elinor's broken 
engagement to Goodwood, his shady business practices and his present wealth. Crook's elim- 
inating of the impossible results in a three way solution. Brainy. 


February 23 


Bennett, Dwight Doubleday 
STORMY RANGE $2.50 


Clem Hardin, a good guy but still green behind the ears, tries to make up for what 


his blackhearted brothers' powerhouse land-grabbing has done to Kettle Creek country. Sally 
Fox, the marshal's daughter, sees to it that he sticks to the lawful side in the range war. 


Another colorful careening through the West of long ago. 
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February 23 


Stout, Rex Viking 
$2.50 


CURTAINS FOR THREE 


The capsule three-some treatment for Nero Wolfe's didactic bloodhounding, this 
concentrates on female lead-ins to murder. Disguise For Murder takes care of a killing 
when Wolfe's orchids are on view: Bullet For One is dependent on horsemanship: Gun With 
Wines @eals in opera stars and a levitating gun. Wolfe's fight against police stupidity 
and his insistence on his terms or none, make this sharp and capable test and proof reading. 


February 26 


Tree, Gregory Scribner 
THE CASE AGAINST BUTTERFLY $2.50 


A story told in court testimonies taken in a case involving two New York models,- 
the one already a broken butterfly, her younger sister fresh, unspoiled. The murder inves- 
tigation presents an odd cross section of the fast upper crust:- a fashionable psychiatrist, 
a magazine publisher, his twisted daughter, the photographers, the models and their "pro- 
tectors" - many of them enmeshed in psychological coils. A new facet in mystery writing. 


March 1 


Doubleday 


Disney, Doris Miles 
LOOK BACK ON MURDER $2.50 


* Frances Hoyt, RN, had seen a murder - but had no evidence except her word, and 
that the local Connecticut authorities (reluctant to muddy the local stream) refused to 
accept, and the state police, cautious in moving in without tangible proof, investigated 
“off stage"....Then came a disappearance - and a second murder, the link a tenuous one and 
yet Andrew Barr, nephew of the man who had disappeared, felt there was a link. He and 
Frances joined forces - chose different channels of exploration on the ragged edge of the 
law, and finally brought the loose threads together to the satisfaction of Cummings, state 
trooper, who proved not so apathetic as he had pretended. Good reading. Crime Club. 


Doubleday 


Du Bois, Theodora as 
SOLUTION T-25 $2.50 74 
A softening up of science-fiction in which a post-atom-bombed U.S.A. brings about 
its pulverization and sovietization, and only a few are left to try and check Communist in- 
vasion and control. John Dean, after smuggling scientist Sheridan to a hidden laboratory, 
helps to organize an underground, manages to stay alive and near his girl, Joyce, and is 
finally able to apply the new solution T-25 against the enemy. The euphoric effects of 
T-25 melts the communist conquistadors from the top down, aggression disappears, as do the 
Russians who return to Moscow. The perils here are definitely petticoated. 


Lorac, E.C.R. : Doubleday 
ACCIDENT BY DESIGN $2.50 


The deaths of Gerald Vanstead, who was known to be weak, Meriel- his wife- who 
was common, and their son, Alan, raises a simple question and motive of inheritance. A 
quiet investigation by the Yard throws suspicion on an uncle and a sister as well as the 
staff of servants and the case finds its conclusion in a confessional suicide. British 
to the bone, this is also tenacious and thoroughly tenable. 
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Spillane, Mickey Dutton 
@ ONE LONELY NIGHT $2.50 


Mike Hammer, licensed investigator and a bit too lethal for police and society's 
rules, sticks it out to the end in a case too hot to handle because of its political and 
Communistic angles. Latching on to the Moscow pipeline, he is betrayed and becomes a tar-. 
get for the comrades, saves his gal and outthinks the MVD - and saves the country....Slam- . 
bang-brazen - snarling - fleshy - this is the usual lush pulpery. 


Ward, Brad : | Dutton 
; CANYON COUNTRY $2.50 


The grand manner for this tale of rustlers and cattle caesars, love and near-rape 
in the canyons of South Utah where Tom Dene and his pardner, Sego, clean up the Hole-in- 
the-Rock gang that has terrorized the Mormon countryside. Carries on where Zane Grey left 
off. 

Eberhart, Mignon Random House 

NEVER LOOK BACK $2.50 


The expensive, extravagant, hot house background associated with this author is 
here an inaccessible penthouse apartment in New York City. There the heroine, Maggy, sur- 
rounded by the "barest flutter of dark wings", besides having marital and inheritance 
problems, is faced with being on the receiving end of murder attempts. All her nebulous 
fears fall into a main pattern when secrets from the past are revealed and she is saved - 
by the other man - from a last try. Her own interior decorator, Eberhart keeps this fashion- 
able. 

2 March 6 


Ballard, Todhunter Macmillan 
TWO-EDGED VENGEANCE $2.50 


In the sands of the Southwest, Jet Cosgrave and his uncle, the Major, slug it 
fist and knee about a spread they both claim and an Eastern filly engaged to the uncle. 
The hills behind the ranch hold a family of hostile nesters with a red headed hellion 
daughter who makes Jet forget his uncle's silk clad fiancee. Action packed and attractive. 


March 8 


Irish, William Rinehart 
STRANGLER 'S SERENADE $2.50 


The crescendo to a point of panic when an island community (New England) witnesses 
a senseless succession of murders, in which a mild old man, the town drunk, its richest wi- 
dow, its halfwit and a young couple are all victims. Champ Prescott, New York City detec- 
tive, lends some professional assistance, finds a common denominator in the death pattern 
just in time to save the life of the girl he loves... The excitement of his earlier books 
has lost its first flush, but this is still efffective entertainment. 


March-Ih 1, Jig 
Fitt, Mary Harper 
PITY FOR PAMELA $2.50 
¢ The background on Pamela, @ poor little rich girl, who even after the abandonment 


by her mother- who ran away with Harry Lind- sustained a love for her which was unreturned. 
And when Harry gravitates to Pamela, and her money, Pamela's loyalty overrides the attrac- 
tion she feels toward Harry, and she is faced with the knowledge that he has killed twice 
(her father and her aunt) and that he will kill again... A sustained narrative with emotional 
rather than enigmatic values. 
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January 1, 1951 
BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Disney, Dorothy C. - HANGMAN'S TREE Lustgarten, Edgar - VERDICT IN DISPUTE 
Fosburgh, Hugh - THE HUNTER Marchal, Lucy - THE MESH 
Hahn, Emily - WITH NAKED FOOT Thompson, Thomas - BROKEN VALLEY 


Williams, Eric - THE WOODEN HORSE 


Giants (Each $.35) 


Shellabarger, Samuel- THE CAPTAIN FROM CASTILE Steinbeck, John - THE GRAPES OF WRATH 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Dickson, Carter - THE SKELETON IN THE CLOCK Green, Alan - WHAT A BODY 


Dodge, David - PLUNDER IN THE SUN Knight, Ruth Adams - WOMEN MUST WEEP 
Emerick, Lucille - THE WEB OF EVIL Moray, Helga - UNTAMED 
Fox, Norman A. - THE THIRSTY LAND Murray, Max - THE QUEEN AND THE CORPSE 


GARDEN CITY BOOKS (February 5th) 


Original: = McCombe, Leonard - photographer - THE COWBOY - $1.90 


Permabooks (Each .$.35) 


Hall, Radclyffe - THE WELL OF. LONELINESS Runyon, Damon - POEMS FOR MEN 
Keller, James - THREE MINUTES A DAY Weekley, William - CASTAWAY ISLAND 
Reprints 
Aleichem, Sholem - THE OLD COUNTRY (1:49) Fosdick, Harry E.- THE THREE MEANINGS (2.95) 
Botkin, B.A.- Ed. - A TREASURY OF AMERICAN Frankl, Lee- HOME REPAIRS MADE EAS¥ (4.95) 
FOLKLORE (2.95) Marshall, H.- 4d. - THE NEW BUSINESS 
Cortina Method -(Ea. 1.98) FRENCH IN 20 ENCYCLOPEDIA - Rev., new ed. (2.95) 
LESSONS: INGLES EN 20 LECCIONES: Mora, Jo - CALIFORNIOS (1.98) 
SPANISH IN 20 LESSONS: SPANISH CONVER- Robbins, Harold- THE DREAM MERCHANTS (1,49) 
SATIONAL GUIDE Schultz & Hill - YOUR BABY (1.98) 


? 


GROSSET & DUNLAP 
Dollar Books 


Gardner, E.S. - THE CASE OF THE NEGLIGENT NYMPH Lewis, Norman - RAPID VOCABULARY BUILDER 


(Original) 
Novels of Inspiration (Each $1.50) 
Barber, Elsie Oakes - THE WALL BETWEEN Howard, Guy - GIVE THY VINEYARD 
Bauer, Florence M. =- BEHOLD YOUR KING Runbeck, Margaret V. - HOPE OF EARTH 
Briggs, Argye M. - ROOT OUT OF DRY GROUND Wilson, Dorothy C. - THE BROTHER 


Reference Books 


WORDS: THE NEW DICTIONARY - de luxe thumb-indexed, $3.50: regular thumb-indexed, $2.50: 
regular edition, $2.00 - revised, 1951 edition 
Berlitz - SIN MAESTRO (Ingles-Espanol) 


Religious and Inspirational Books 


® Jefferson, Thomas - sel.- THE JEFFERSON BIBLE Mead, Frank S. - WHO'S WHO IN THE BIBLE ( 


($.75) - ($1.00) 
Van Dyke, Henry - THE STORY OF THE OTHER WISE MAN ($.75) 
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Mentor: - Smith & Lindeman - THE DEMOCRATIC WAY OF LIFE - new, revised, edition ($.35) 


Signet (Each $.25) 


Adams, Cleve F. - THE PRIVATE EYE Keogh, Theodore - MEG 
Flaiano, Ennio - THE SHORT CUT Lamkin, Speed - TIGER IN THE GARDEN 
Heinlein, R.A. - THE MAN WHO SOLD THE MOON Lehman, Paul Evan - BROTHER OF THE KID 


Orwell, George - 1984 


Signet Giant: - Moravia, Alberto - THE WOMAN OF ROME ($.35) 
POCKETBOOKS (Each $.25) 


Algren, Nelson-THE MAN WITH THE GOLDEN ARM La Farge, Oliver - LAUGHING BOY 
Daly, Maureen - THE PERFECT HOSTESS Lederer, W.J. - ALL THE SHIPS AT SEA 
Ermine, Will - RUSTLERS' MOON Marsh, Ngaio - SWING BROTHER SWING 
Gardner, E.S.-THE CASE OF THE CROOKED CANDLE Nevins & Commager - THE POCKET HISTORY 
Grafton, C.W.- BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT OF THE U.S. (revised) 

Peeples, Samuel Anthony - OUTLAW VENGEANCE 

Juniors 
Cavanna, Betty - THE BLACK SPANIEL MYSTERY Rush, William Marshall-YELLOWSTONE SCOUT 
8 &..e dG WF he Gs 


ow 
0 S.7...8 0-04.58 


March 1 


Waters, Ethel Doubleday 
& Samuels, Charles HIS EYE IS ON THE SPARROW $3.00 


* A touching and eloquent story of a triumphant personality and a life in which the 
glory songs outnumbered the blues in spite of heartbreaking obstacles. Miss Waters begins 
her story by declaring: "I never was a child; I never was coddled...by my family; I never 
felt that I belonged". Big Ethel - illegitimate, ignored by her young mother although loved 
by her fiery, courageous little grandmother, Sally; living in the midst of squalid poverty 
and a "racking struggle to keep alive"; hired out by her mother for housework at 8; always 
hungry - was @ puzzle to her oldsters and contemporaries, already beaten down by humilia- 
tion and poverty. Ethel was the girl in the sordid neighborhood who had a fine scorn for 
methods of forgetting - drink, dope, gambling and sex, a punishing tongue and a hearty self- 
respect. Through a Halloween party at which Ethel sang and danced she found herself in a 
Negro vaudeville circuit although she dreamed of becoming a ladies' maid. Billed as Sweet 
Mama Stringbean, Ethel toured the Negro circuits, meeting and by-passing the greats- tour- 
ing in the North and South - where a vicious Jim Crow incident nearly crippled her - until 
the Keith circuit, shows, nightclubs, the white circuit,records, movies, legit and fame. 
Personal tragedies and privations pained but never broke her spirit with its firm faith in 


- God received from both the Catholic Church and the little Protestant churches of her child- 


iv 


Miss Water's estimate of fellow performers may be at times rather ungracious, this is a 





hood. There was the death of beloved Sally for whom she sang "His Eye is on the Sparrow"; 
her disastrous first child marriage; theatre privations for which she had given up a job as 
hotel worker at $3.50 a week; and the terrible indignities to her people which she reviews, 
not with hatred but pity - "What could be more pitiful than to live in such nightmarish 
terror of another race that you have to lynch them, push them off the sidewalks... "Although 


story that will creep into your bones. Boom and BOM sales. 
A Few For Special Spotting 


Important addition to Lincolniana, ‘L,]NCOLN AND THE PRESS by R.S. Harper (McGraw-Hill); the 
new David Dallin, THE NEW SOVIET E BRE Yai p. and FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE by Cecil Woodham- 
Smith (McGraw-Hill). See pages: fo Lowing for reports. 
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January 29 


Todd, Mabel Loomis- £d. World 
LETTERS OF EMILY DICKINSON $3.75 


A re-publication of these letters which were originally published in 1894 and 
which, save for the poems, form one of the few contacts with a life enclosed, "invisible to 
most eyes". Here, in these notes, is the essential quality of the poetry- the immediacy of 
feeling, sometimes gay- sometimes sad- the direct intimacy with those she loved- the deli- 
cacy and the sparkle- the abiding awareness of trees and flowers and birds- the small de- 
lights of one who found "ecstasy in living"- and above all, the "breathtaking brevity". 
Addressed to her friends ("my friends are my estate"), in her later years her only lien 
with the outside world, to her brother, Austin, and her sister Vinnie, enclosing with them 
a poem- or a flower, these for her audience have a special charm. 


February 6 2 


Casey, Robert J & McGraw-Hill 
Douglas, W.A.S. THE LACKAWANNA STORY $4.00 


A successor to /ioneer Railroad which traces the history of the Delaware, Lacka- 
wanna and Western Railroad in terms of its men and its policies. From the efforts of a 
geologist to get a railroad through, to the slowly ignited interest of George Scranton, 
the charter and incorporation of the Leggett's Gap Railroad was finally effected, to be 
followed by the merger into the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western. The development of this 
road through the years, policies, hauls, modernizing and improvements; the men who made the 
road, presidents Samuel Sloan, Truesdale, Davis, White; and an allied commentary on this 
region, its settlement, its points of historic interest, the Hoboken ferry service, etc. 
complete the coverage which is sober and predicates a particular interest. 


February 9 


Harper, Robert S. McGraw-Hill 
LINCOLN AND THE PRESS $6.00 


* An important contribution to Lincolniana, and one that subsequent researchers will 
find of enormous value and interest. Mr. Harper (author of Road to Baltimore ) has explored 
the pages of the press of Lincoln's time, from his earliest participation in the political 
arena through his widely lamented death. Much of newsworthy importance emerges. Of partic- 
ular interest is the evidence of the repressive measures and censorship exercised against 
hostile papers, some of it through the postmaster, some through mob violence, some through 
official White House channels. Lincoln's position in this controversial issue is a dramatic 
chapter in constitutional history. The vituperations of the hostile press, its failure to 
recognize his greatness, are here marshalled in a continuous story, topically rather than 
chronologically arranged, though the overall impression is virtually one of the newspaper 
story of Abraham Lincoln. Illustrated with photographs. 


February 14 


Palmer, Winthrop Farrar, Straus 
THE NEW BARBARIAN $2.50 


Nervous, sharp, fast-talking poems which remind one of Karl Shapiro in their 
"tired century" idiom. MrS,Palmer writes of a degenerate woman-ruled America, of crumpling 
cities, of Roman decadence and the inevitable "magnificently wild barbarian, no empire has 
withstood", the coming conquest. All through the poems is the warning to the "tarnished 
circus folk" of America and a self-imposed stricture to observe a faith which persuades that 
"strength and beauty shall confound the wise". Clever, angry poems in which giant cities 
demand tawdry slavery, the emperors and senators scheme and bicker, and decadent men are 
ruled by women - particularly mothers (in one rather unsuccessful parody of the old ballad 
"Lord Randall" the hero is about to kill his possessive mother). On the whole, however, 
these poems have things to say in a vigorous masculine voice. On the way up. 
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February 15 


Gerard, James W. Doubleday 
MY FIRST EIGHTY THREE YEARS IN AMERICA $3.50 


Those who remember World War I and the contemporary writing of that day, will re- 
call Gerard's 4y Four Years in Germany as one of the outstanding books of history in the 
making. Now this retired diplomat reminisces of past experiences in a rich life. Follow- 
ing the years in Germany, he was sent as special representative to Mexico, to the Court of 
St. James during the coronation of George VI, and so on. The third generation of a family 
of fine lawyers, Mr. Gerard had an "in" with Gotham society a half century ago, attended 
the fabulous costume balls, visited Newport in its heyday. He writes too of the "cloud cu- 
ckoo" world of Germany before the war - of hunting with a noble Hungarian in-law. There 
are accounts of more serious activities,- his political career campaigning for Teddy Roose- 
velt in the 1912 election; his career on the bench; a grizzly New York murder case. A 
book of largely nostalgic appeal to an older generation. 


February 21 


Bartlett, Arthur Farrar, Straus 
BASEBALL AND MR. SPALDING $2.75 


This book will provide new fields of exploration for modern baseball fans in the 
story of baseball's first great pitcher--later the man who founded the great sporting goods 
store that still supplies the major leagues with all their equipment. Spalding was almost 
a contemporary of the great American game--born in 1850, only five years after the formation 
of the first organized ball club. As a tall teen-ager, he won fame as baseball's first 
great pitcher, during the post-Civil War era, when all hurling had to be done underhand. 
Passing his prime as a player while still in his twenties, the energetic and intelligent 
Spalding turned more and more to the organizational end of the game--became president of 
the Chicago White Stockings, and began publishing a Guide to baseball. Soon he and his 
brother were launched in the business of manufacturing and selling sport equipment. For 
addicts of all ages. 


Dallin, David J. Yale 
THE NEW SOVIET EMPIRE $3.75 


The ninth book (all but one published by Yale) in a survey, immense in scope and 
frighteningly prophetic in conclusions, which Professor Dallin has written in his effort to 
inform students and laymen of the facts behind the facade of Soviet Russia. He explores the 
vast reaches of the new economic empire, the manipulation of currency, of exchanges with 
satellite and colonial accessions, the extension of the fifth column techniques, the new 
angles on the cold war. He studies the pattern of the new nationalism, the new concepts 
of absorption of the nations within the USSR, the Jewish problem (on which information is 
beginning to seep through). Post war trends show enormous gain in membership, but a - to 
us- heartening apathy in acceptance of educational and propaganda efforts. The leadership 
is competent, efficient, from the machine angle- but intellectually mediocre. He analyzes 
the Politburo, the inner circle, from which succession will be found. He tells at some 
length of the methods used to circumvent the imposition from above- especially "blat"- 
nickname for the sub-rosa methods of doing business without Stalin. Purges- at all levels- 
have been necessary to restore the status quo ante-bellum. Our two hopes lies in the res- 
tiveness of the second generation, the relative failure of the anti-western propaganda. 
Essential for a clearer view of Russia today. 


February~e3 
Baird, Janet- £d. : Doubleday 
THESE HARVEST YEARS $3.49 


A book on the problem of our ageing population, a problem that is something that 
must be faced on both an individual and a sociological basis. The country over, social 
workers, doctors, psychiatrists, are working towards better understanding and an approach 
to solving some of the ailments (mental, physical, emotional, economic). A whole new 
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science of geriatrics is taking form. In this volume, some of the specialists in the field 
have reported the findings:- the philosophy, the mental exercise, the physical betterment, 
the question of personal appearance, of hobbies, of sustained work patterns, of living with 
another generation- or the alternatives. The chapter on Financing the Later Years is the 
most difficult- and probably the most important chapter in the book. Unfortunately, it is 
on the one hand unrealistic in estimating living expenses today; on the other too involved 
in analyzing the various angles considered. Special chapters on the Catholic and Jewish 
handling of their old age problem are challenging to denominational interests. A good 

deal of new material throughout- in its field an important book. 






































February 23 


Cramer, Edith Branford 
HANDBOOK OF EARLY AMERICAN DECORATION $3.00 


In the main, an excellent and very down-to-earth book on stencilling, free-hand 
design and decoration for furniture, walls, trays, etc. Where this book falls down as a 
"first book" is in the belated and then only partial recognition of the need of definition. 
The list of supplies needed comes on P. 81; there is no glossary, no index. So the beginner 
might easily be discouraged in meeting unfamiliar terms such as "Tack cloth"- "metal primer"- 
"sanding primer to pick a few on the opening pages. However, having taken that hurdle, the 
beginner will find the instructions concise, clear, intelligible. And in the assumption 
that it is possible to teach onesself this art, encouraging. Some of the authorities (for 
example Janet Waring, author of farly American Stencils, the basic book on the subject) may 
quarrel with Mrs. Cramer's rather cursory assumption of some disputable historical facts. 
But in ahowto-do-it book, this is a minor shortcoming. The illustrations, the full scale 
patterns, the numerous designs, are in themselves invaluable. 


|) February 26 


Woodham-Smith, Cecil Whittlesey 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE $4.50 


* A first authoritative biography of Florence Nightingale wnich is based on a tre- 
mendous amount of new material (from family papers to her own exhaustive "private notes") 
and which creates a powerful, impassioned portrait. For here is no gentle lady of the lamp, 
but a woman who disregarded her beauty and her wellborn background, who had an amazing apti- 
tude for organization, who avoided all public recognition, whose courage was equalled by a 
harsh impatience and whose mystic sense of mission was countered by an exaggerated despair. 
Here, from the time when she was seventeen and she first knew that she was to give her life 
to the service of others (for her, as well as Joan of Arc, there were the "voices"), there 
followed a "secret life of agony and aspiration" until she reached the certainty that she 
was to nurse the sick, and only sixteen years later achieved that end after a bitter break 
with her family. The apprenticeship which began in the wretchedly squalid hospitals of 
these times found its apotheosis in the Crimea where she met not only the resentment of the 
officers and the open freeze of the doctors, but faced the filth of fever ridden barrack 
hospitals, sickness and starvation, and the overloading of injured men in a calamitious cam- 
paign. Broken in health, and in spirit, she returned to England, haunted by the facts of 
preventable disease, determined to reform health standards. And the last decades represent 
a lifetime of long and often losing battles among official, political circles, solitude and 
invalidism, embattled crusade which was not without its cruelty, until the last years brought 
with them a softening serenity... An impressive, absorbing biography heralded as brilliant 
by the British press, which will receive strong support here. 





Sib Humphries, Rolfe, translator Scribner 
THE AENEID $3.50 


A spirited translation of Virgil's epic poem by the American poet. Mr. Humphries 
gleefully admits taking liberties with the text - omitting some allusions and proper names, 
transposing lines and "substituting general for specific, specific for general". Students, 
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scholars and those familiar with the delicate cadences of the Dryden version, for example, 
will be saddened and not a little shocked. However, for the young person not yet exposed 
to Virgil - and where is one exposed today except for Latin IV and a great books course? - 
the lively music of Mr. Humphries ,verse and the vigorous rendering of the great story 

should have a direct appeal. Be prepared, however, for some surprises, as in the lines 

in which Neptune admonishes the winds - "You are going to pay for this! Get out of here!" 
Mr. Humphries truly vitalizes the venerable lay- which is all to the good. 









Febzuary 26 
































Loth, David Scribner 
THE PEOPLE'S GENERAL $3.50 


A breezy biography of Lafayette through the years of the American and French re- 

volutions. The author recreates with a good deal of flourish the over-ripe years of the 
pre-Revolution days in France, the hey-day of the aristocratic society of which young 
Lafayette, from one of the oldest great families, was a part. A captain in the dragoons, 
Lafayette was yet not satisfied with the peaceful life and when men in France saw an oppor- 
tunity to make hay in America against England, he eagerly set out for the New World at 18, 
in spite of family objection. Then began a love affair between America and the buoyant 
young Marquis in which the young man was entranced not only with ideals but with Gen. Wash- 
ington. (Some wonderful, misspelt, awkward letters to Washington are quoted here.) The 
author describes in detail Lafayette's part in the Revolution and his later role in France, 
in which it would seem the subject is given too much credit for stalling the violence. For 
the Marquis did waver in action - witness the approval of Louis-Phillippe which he regretted 
a few days later - although he remained constant in his ideal of a peaceful constitutional 
monarchy. Much to interest the student of history here, although the writing is informal 
enough for a larger audience. 


* 


Montgomery, John C. & Scribner 
Suydam, Margaret Jane AMERICA'S BABY BOOK $3.50 


Prepared under the auspices of the Herald Tribune Home Institute, this latest 
manual for new mothers is keyed to current attitudes in child care and aimed at the average 
household. Through the phases of pregnancy, hospitalization, and home with the new baby, 
this covers chronologically the stages of development, feeding, training, clothes, equip- 
ment, play habits up to the six year old level. Not a substitute for the Spock book (the 
age span is limited to the very young child and there is no medical information) this is 
particularly useful in its inclusion of home management information, the proper play mater- 
ials, foods and how to prepare them, and the realignment of the routine which a baby neces- 
sitates. 


February 27 


Montagu, Ashley Henry Schuman 
STATEMENT ON RACE $2.00 


Montagu, a Professor of Anthropology who was one of the members of the Committee 
which drafted the UNESCO statement of race, amplifies that statement here in a chapter by 
chapter analysis of its twenty-one paragraphs. This then is the biological concept of race 
as against the social concept which permits so many faulty misconceptions, fact as against 
myth, in which you will find that all men belong to one species, made up of a number of 
populations, and differing in the incidence of certain genes; that there are only three 
major divisions into which all races fall; that there are no mental - or temperamental - or 

TY personality differences in these divisions; and that it is wrong to designate certain na- 
tional- or religious- groups as races. A substantiation and clarification of an abused 
and misused term, this should be important (in many cases required) reading, with particu- 

lar value for schools. . 
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February 28 id 


Simon & Schuster 


Russell, Bertrand 
UNPOPULAR ESSAYS Paper $1.00; Cloth $2 30 
v 

A this year's Nobel prize winner writes about man, nature, civilization, science, 
religion, politics, superstitions, mores, God and philosophy in these eleven essays, eight 
of which are new. Mr. Russell is an erudite, talented and witty writer - and a controversial 
figure in educational circles. Here is his personal philosophy, presented, for the most 
part, with philosophic calm, though he takes occasional bites at Plato, Aristotle, and some 
more modern. His purpose- to fight the growth of dogmatism, at the base of world tragedy. 
A believer in empirical liberalism, and therefore in democracy, he sees a world government 
arrived at conceivably through force as modern man's only solution. He speculates that one 
of the following will occur:- (1) the end of human life; (2) a reversion to barbarism after 
a catastrophic dimunition of global population; (3) world government. If the latter can be 
achieved, a good, leisurely and satisfying life will follow. Illuminating. 


February 7 23 


Marek, George Simon & Schuster 
PUCCINI: Genius with a Hat On or $5.00 


* A superb biography of the Tuscan master who is, to date, the last of Italy's im- 
pressive line of great opera composers, whose la Boheme, Tosca, Madame Butterfly and Manon 
Lescaut reveal his own nature as well as his sure theatrical sense. This is a frank but 
affectionate portrait of the passionate, romantic, woman-dominated musician. From a child- 
hood surrounded by women, he never outgrew either his dependence on nor his fascination for 
the opposite sex. One tragic outcome was his wife's unwarranted jealousy which precipitated 
the accused girl's suicide, a law suit, a disastrous break in the never fully resolved Girl 
of the Golden West. Here are clear pictures of Puccini's frugal student days in Milan-- 
the '90's, when his operas first achieved world fame, under the sponsoring of such conduc- 
tors as Toscanini, musicians such as Caruso -- the early 20th century, which brought him 
to New York -- two failures about the time of World War I -- the vindication with Jurandot, 
despite its never being completed. Here are vignettes of his contemporaries, the aged but 
still great Verdi, the mercurial poet, D'Annunzio, Puccini's trio of long-suffering libret- 
tists, competing composers, and so on. This is a literate, well documented and beautifully 
written biography, by the critic who writes program notes for the Met- and conducts a 
column in Good Housekeeping. A fine contribution to music shelves. 


Taubman, Howard Yue Simon & Schuster 
THE MAESTRO: The Life of Arturo Toscanini $3295 or $5.00 


A good biography of the beloved conductor whose fame is based on his never-devi- 
ating observance of musical scores, stripped of the encrustations of time. Mr. Taubman, | 
music critic of the New York Times, goes back to the Maestro's conservatory days, when he 
was destined to be a cellist; then his first triumph as a substitute conductor in Rio- his 
return to his cello and the premier of Verdi's (Otello - and finally his honor filled career 
as a conductor of La Scala, the Metropolitan, the New York Philharmonic, and finally the 
NBC Symphony. The family background is well-rounded but never intrudes into the main thread | 
of music. There is sympathetic handling of Il Duce's portrait and the playing of the fas- 
cist hymn at Milan's La Scala opera house. Layman will find understanding of the ever fresh 
quality of Toscanini performances. Musicians will find inspiration in his single-mindedness. 


March 5- 4/06 


Schurmacher, Emile C. Crowell 
NOTHING'S SACRED ON SUNDAY $3.00 


Further episodes in the life of Anee Pants, these are all connected with his ex- 
periences on The American weekly His free lance reports from Africa won him the chance of f 
a job from editor Goddard and his start on the merry-go-round was to follow, via cables to 
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England, a romance between penguins. He was a busy little ghoul - reporting how Clyde 
Beatty taught a 16-year-old girl to be a lion tamer, how the FBI knocked out the white 
Slave racket that centered around New Haven, posing as a food expert in Washington during 
the war, among the higher and lighter moments. He woke up to the unreal newspaper life he 
was leading when Merritt died, after inheriting the editorship from Goddard - and turned 
in his resignation. An inside picture of a national "scandal sheet", this is often amus- 
ing and generally entertaining in its diverting account of the office and its characters 


as well of the assignments covered. 
es 


STEVE MATHER OF THE NATIONAL PARKS 


~~» « 
bn 
maa 


Knopf 
$4 56. 


A well written biography of the California born descendant of the New England 
Mathers who, in 1915, took over the ill-administered and almost forgotten then existing 
national parks and built them up into the flourishing system of the present day that en- 
ables tourists really "to see America first". There are short sketches of Mather's assist- 
ants and associates, principally aide, Horace Albright. For an interested audience, but 
one that will definitely be limited. 


Shankland, Robert 


March 8 


Rinehart 


Harriman, Margaret Case 
$3.00 


THE VICIOUS CIRCLE 


* Boniface Frank Case's daughter offers a diverting history of what was an innocent 
lunch group at her father's hotel and shows how it grew to be an important factor in liter- 
ature, in the theaterand in American wit and humor. For here are the greats - F.P.A., 

wz Kaufman, Connolly, Woollcott, Parker, Gilmore, Weaver, Peggy Wood, Anderson, Benchley, Broun, 

y and many others, in their early days before the public had ever heard of them, their careers 

and their national fame. It is a record of the quips, the cuts, direct and indirect, the 
loyalty, the crusades and standards that banded them together; it is also a semi-autobio- 
graphy of young Margaret and the wonderful world the Algonquin afforded her, from acrobatics 
with Douglas Fairbanks to utter boorishness at a circus freak, to the freedom her father's 
attitude permitted. There are anecdotes, bits of biography, sharp profiles and all in 
thoroughly entertaining presentation. A sure bet for all followers of the metropolitan 
literary scene. Illustrated by Al Hirschfeld. 


March 12 


Holt 
$3.50 


Newman, Harold | 
NEWMAN'S EUROPEAN TRAVEL GUIDE 


A revised edition of a guide that proved very useful to many budget minded trav- 
ellers last summer, now brought up to date with rates and prices as of December 1950. The 
plan is as if for a motor trip, but introductory chapters indicate. various ways of travel, 
and comparative costs, sound commonsense advice on preparations for travel and the ABC's 
of conduct. For full report turn back to P. 155, issue of March 1950. 


March 14 


Dutton 
SCOTCH WHISKY $2.75 


A charming little catch-all of information about "Scotch"--its history, the meth- 
ods of distillation, various recipes for drinks, and the opinions of famous people about 
the famous "dew"--Boswell, Burns, Smollett, Scott and others. There are, too, many stories 
of smugglers and hidden stills in distant glens during the early days of brewing in Scotland. 
A perfect gift for anyone who has all the cocktail recipe books but might like something 
new along that line. Illustrated with drawings by George Mackie and 32 pages of photographs. 


Turnbull, Archie R.- £d. 
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March 14 


Hoffer, Eric Harper 
“ap THE TRUE BELIEVER $2.50 


Some comments on the psychology of collective action, sometimes in the form of 
apothegm, which analyze the nature of mass movements in their "active, revivalist phase", 
and the true believer- the man of fanatical faith. Hoffer shows the appeal of movements, 
which derives from a desire for change, for power, for substitutes, for self-renunciation. 
He classifies the converts, whose faith is usually generated by frustration, whether the 
poor, the misfits, tne minorities, the sinners, etc. He traces the vigor of the mass move- 
ment, which lies in united action and self-sacrifice, and has as unifying agents hatred, 
imitation, persuasion, coercion and suspicion, and as leaders men of words, men of action 
and fanatics... The background here is a studied one, religious and political, past and 
present, the commentary an orderly clarification of mass impulse, but the market question- 


able. 
Regnery 


Lipper, Elinor 
ELEVEN YEARS IN SOVIET PRISON CAMPS $3.50 
A personal record which should go far to dispel lingering illusions of the para- 

dise of present day Soviet Russia. A Dutch citizen, overwhelmed by the misery of the great 

depression sought the "paradise" of the Soviet - and today speaks from her own experience 
as one of the few survivors of the forced labor camps maintained by the MVD in the far 
northeast gold mining district of Siberia,the Kolyma. Her description of her often post- 
poned “trial" while she rotted in Moscow prisons, of the nauseating endless trip to the 
northeast in stinking, sealed cattle cars, of the bestial conditions under which political 
prisoners worked and lived, have added horror in their sense of authenticity. Her five 
year sentence stretched to eleven years- her crime, that of being a "foreigner" and there- 
fore automatically suspect during the purge years; her release coming when strictures on 
foreigners were relaxed. Good personal experience material, the drama dependent on content 


rather than style. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES 1N TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


663 Breuer, G.- THE SPELL- definite date 1/29 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
663 Ross, F.- JACKSON MAHAFFEY- definite date 1/22. Price from $2.75 to $3.00 (Houghton, 
Mifflin) 
664 Thoby-Marcelin, P. & P.- THE PENCIL OF GOD- price from $2.75 to $2.50 (Houghton) 
678 Shute, Nevil- ROUND THE BEND- definite date 2/28. March Book of the Month Club 
selection. (Morrow) 
689 Roulston, Marjorie H.- YOU CAN START ALL OVER AGAIN- price from $2.00 to $2.50 (Harper) 
693 (J) Dietz, Lew- JEFF WHITE, YOUNG TRAPPER- from 2/7 to 2/5 (Little, Brown) 
706 Sherman, Richard- A KINDRED SPIRIT- from 2/8 to 2/5 (Little, Brown) 
709 Dolson, H.- THE FORM DIVINE- from 2/19 to 2/26 (Random House) 
709 Lewis, A.- HOME IS AN ISLAND- from 2/12 to 2/9 (Random House) 
713 Wilson, D.P.- MY SIX CONVICTS- from 2/8 to 2/1 (Rinehart) 
715 Armstrong, H.F.- TITO AND GOLIATH- from 1/9 to 1/15 (Macmillan) 
715 Augur, H.- TALL SHIPS TO CATHAY- from 1/11 to 1/25 (Doubleday) 
719 Biskind, L.- HAVING YOUR BABY- definite date 3/2 (Random House) 
720 Treat & Richards- QUANTITY COOKERY- price from $3.50 to $4.95. Please note correct 
title. (Little, Brown) 
721 Mabie, J.- HEAVEN ON EARTH - from $2.75 to $3.00 (Harper) 
730 Parks, Ruth- 123 PLYMOUTH STREET- from 1/30 to 1/23 (Houghton, Mifflin) 
731 Wilkins, V.- THE CITY OF FROZEN FIRE- from 2/13 to 2/20 (Macmillan) 
736 Ebert, V.- BROKEN IMAGE- from 2/28 to 3/16 (Morrow) 
737 McKinley, K.- LETTER TO A CHILD- from 2/? to 3/19 (Holt) 
746 James, Leslie- AMERICANS IN GLASS HOUSES- from 2/15 to 2/20 (Henry Schuman) 
749 Nabokov, N.- OLD FRIENDS AND NEW MUSIC- from 2/26 to 1/29 (Little, Brown) 
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TO OUR LIBRARY SUBSCRIBERS 


It is with keenest regret that we have reluctantly faced the inevitability of a change 

prices of subscriptions in 1951. We have held our prices down, in spite of our pyram- 
iding costs, but now realize that on. branch subscriptions we are actually losing money 
with every subscription, and on central subscriptions, we are barely making flat costs. 
plus the necessary percentage of overhead. This allows for no advance in our expenses 
and the grim fact is that every month brings those advances. 





A very careful analysis of costs results in the following scale of increases: - 
Libraries now paying $18 per year will- on their next renewal date be billed at $19.00 
Libraries now paying $23 per year will- on their next renewal date be billed at $24.50 


Libraries now paying $30 per year will- on their next renewal date be billed at $32.00 


Branch subscriptions in quantities over 20 will be charged $13.00 each 
Branch subscriptions in quantities over 10 and under 20 will be charged $14.00 each 
g Branch subscriptions in quantities under 10 will be charged $15.00 each 


These branch subscriptions do not include binders, which are charged at cost $ 1.75 each 
These changes go into effect with our March lst billings. 


We earnestly urge you to look at this decision on our part not as a burden on your 
already overweighted budget, but as a very small contribution to the expenses of 
operating what we hope you feel is an important department in your library. Our 
charges have always been kept as close as possible to the minimum; we know only too 
well how carefully you have to figure to make your budget cover bare essentials. We 
hope that your use of the Service has proved it a factor in stretching your book budget, 
in saving you purchase of shelf warmers, on increasing the scope of your service to 

the public. We hope you will feel- as we do- that as partners we share the challenge 


of today. 


With sincere good wishes, and again our expression of regret 


Very truly yours 


Ly i 
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February 8- 
February 12- 
February 16- 
February 20- 
February 21- 
February 23- 
February 26- 
February 26- 
February 28- 
February 28- 


February 14- 
February 19- 
February 23- 


February 14- 
February 1}- 
February 16- 
February 2l- 
February 23- 


February 1- 


February 1l- 
February 14- 
February 23- 
February 26- 
February 26- 


February 16- 
February 20- 
February 26- 


February 28- 





A CALENDAR 


Arkell, Reginald 


Mayo, Eleanor 


Ward, Mary Jane 


Hilton, James 


Cusack & James 


Newman, Daisy 
Jones, James 


Koestler, Arthur 
Auslander & Wurdemann 


Shute, Nevil 


Walsh, Maurice 
Delves-Broughton, J. 


Eaton, Evelyn 


Coburn, Walt 


Innes, Hammond 
Ullman & Fletcher 
Sinclair, Robert 


Bradbury, Ray 


Mizener, Arthur 


Wilson, Donald P. 
MacLeod, Lily 
Marek, George 
Taylor, Rosemary 

Woodham-Smith, Cecil 


Van Doren, Mark 
James, Leslie 
Thomson, Virgil 

Russell, Bertrand 


OF NEW 


5 
AMERICANS IN GLASS HOUSES (Henry Schuman) 2 
MUSIC RIGHT, MUSIC LEFT (Holt) 4 
UNPOPULAR ESSAYS (Simon & Schuster) 2 


BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 


Go ere ae a 

CONTEMPORARY 
OLD HERBACEOUS (Harcourt, Brace) $2.00 
OCTOBER FIRE (Crowell) 3.00 
A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC (Random House) 3.00 
MORNING JOURNEY (Little, Brown) 3.00 
COME IN SPINNER (Morrow) 3.50 
DILIGENCE IN LOVE (Doubleday) 3.00 
FROM HERE TO ETERNITY (Scribner) 4.50 
THE AGE OF LONGING (Macmillan) 3.50 
THE ISLANDERS (Longmans, Green) 3.00 
ROUND THE BEND (Morrow) March Book of 

the Month Club selection. 3.50 

HISTORICAL 
TROUBLE IN THE GLEN (Lippincott) 2.75 
OFFICER AND GENTLEMAN (McGraw-Hill) 3.50 


GIVE ME YOUR GOLDEN HAND (Farrar, Straus) 3.00 
THRILLERS 

PARDNERS OF THE DIM TRAIL (Lippincott) 2.50 

THE ANGRY MOUNTAIN (Harper) 2.75 

NIGHT MAN (Random House) 2.50 

THE ELEVENTH HOUR (M.S. Mill) 2.50 

THE ILLUSTRATED MAN (Doubleday) 2.75 


ni AOR TO Ore 
BIOGRAPHY 
THE FAR SIDE OF PARADISE (Houghton, Mifflin) 
3.75 
MY SIX CONVICTS (Rinehart) 3.50 
RETURN TO LIFE (Lippincott) 2.00 
PUCCINI (Simon & Schuster) 5.00 
HAREM SCARE'M (Crowell) 3.00 
FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE (Whittlesey) 4.50 


FOR SPECIAL INTERE§T$ 


INTRODUCTION TO POETRY (William Slcane) 


730 
731 
137 
728 
734 
139 


30 
678 


708 
30 


71 
707. 

37 
7ThO 
ThO 


719 
713 
T45 


748. 
19 


